
 

What is the TestDaF? 
The TestDaF is a language test for foreign learners of German who plan to study in 
Germany or who require recognised certification of their language skills. 

The TestDaF examination is centrally developed and rated by the TestDaF Institute 
based in Hagen, Germany. The test can be taken at licensed Test Centres in about 
80 different countries. All examination candidates receive the same tasks and the ex-
aminations are graded by trained raters. 

The examination results are assigned to one of three levels: 

 TestDaF-Niveaustufe 5 (TDN 5 – TestDaF level 5) 
 TestDaF-Niveaustufe 4 (TDN 4 – TestDaF level 4) 
 TestDaF-Niveaustufe 3 (TDN 3 – TestDaF level 3) 

These are equivalent to levels B2.1 to C1.2 of the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages. 

Which TestDaF level do I need for admission to university? 

Should you reach at least TDN 4 in each subtest, nothing stands in the way of your 
studies in Germany as far as language is concerned (naturally the remaining aca-
demic and legal requirements must also be met). A score of TDN 5 shows that you 
have a very good knowledge of German, above that required at the beginning of your 
studies. 

Since every university in Germany has its own admissions policy, it is at the discre-
tion of individual universities to admit applicants whose scores are below TDN 4 to 
courses of study. Please find out which TestDaF results are required by the university 
and/or in the subject of your choice prior to making your application. Some universi-
ties include such information on their websites. You can find further information on 
studying in Germany and the postal addresses of universities on the following web-
sites:  

http://www.daad.de/ 
http://www.hochschulkompass.hrk.de/ 
http://www.uni-assist.de/ 
http://www.deutsch-uni.com 
http://www.sprachnachweis.de 
http://www.deutsche-kultur-international.de/home/index.html 
http://www.campus-germany.de/ 
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Who can take the TestDaF? 

 Intermediate to advanced learners of German who wish to obtain a differ-
entiated assessment of their language skills. 

 Applicants for a place at a German university. 
 People requiring internationally recognised evidence of their knowledge of 

German for their further academic or professional career at home or 
abroad. 

If you have started learning German only recently, it is advisable to wait until you 
have reached an intermediate level before registering for the examination. You can 
do an online placement test on the TestDaF Institute website to find out if you are al-
ready Fit for the TestDaF. It only takes ten minutes to complete and will give you a 
rough idea of your level. 

What are the TestDaF’s advantages? 

 All German universities recognise the TestDaF certificate. With a score of 
TDN 4 in all four subtests you will be able to get admission to an academic 
degree course, provided that the university of your choice accepts the 
other elements of your application. Admission for candidates whose 
scores are below TDN 4 is at the discretion of individual universities, de-
pending on factors such as the course subject, type of degree awarded 
and course duration. 

 The TestDaF assesses the language skills necessary for study in Ger-
many. The content and tasks of TestDaF are all related to academic, sci-
entific and study-relevant topics.  

 The TestDaF assesses the four language skills separately (Reading Com-
prehension, Listening Comprehension, Written Production, Oral Produc-
tion). The certificate shows four separate results, giving you a clear picture 
of your strengths and weaknesses in each skill. 

 You can sit the TestDaF in your home country and your certificate is sent 
directly to you. You no longer have to travel to Germany to sit a language 
test. This allows you to gather all the documents you need for your univer-
sity application before travelling to Germany, saving you time and money.  

 The TestDaF allows you to focus on specific preparation. To get to know 
the structure of the test you can work on the model tests, which you can 
find on our websites (Modellsätze), and on the sample tests authorised by 
the TestDaF Institute (Musterprüfungen). Moreover, the subtests are al-
ways at the same level of difficulty, regardless of when you sit the exami-
nation. 

 The TestDaF Institute operates a world-wide network of licensed Test 
Centres whose staff will be glad to provide you with further information 
and advice on the test. DAAD lecturers, Goethe Institutes, language cen-
tres and university departments of German studies or German embassies 
and consulates can also provide you with information. 

 The TestDaF certificate is valid for an unlimited period of time. 
 You can resit the examination as often as you wish if you are not satisfied 

with your result. 
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How can I prepare for the TestDaF examination? 

You can prepare for the examination in a number of different ways: on your own, with 
online support from http://www.deutsch-uni.com/, in language courses, or with an 
eTandem partner. Please see our website under Preparing for the TestDaF for further 
details. 

Where and when can I take the TestDaF? 

You can take the TestDaF at a licensed Test Centre in your home country or at one 
of over 170 Test Centres in Germany. Examinations are held several times a year. 
You can find the exact dates on the TestDaF website. Alternatively, contact your 
nearest Test Centre. 

How much does it cost? 

An examination fee is due when registering for the TestDaF. Please enquire at your 
nearest Test Centre as the fee differs from country to country. 

How and when do I have to register for the TestDaF? 

You can register for the TestDaF via the internet: www.testdaf.de. There you choose 
the country, the city and the Test Centre where you would like to take the test. The 
period of registration begins about eight weeks before the examination date and lasts 
four weeks. During this period you can also withdraw from the test. In this case up to 
15% of the examination fee will be retained for administrative expenses. Should you 
withdraw after the closing date for registration the examination fee will not be re-
funded. 

How and when do I get my result? 

Your Test Centre will send you a certificate with your results six to eight weeks after 
the examination. On the reverse of the certificate, you will find a description of the 
performance features for each subtest, giving you a detailed assessment of your lan-
guage skills (can-do statements). 
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What does the TestDaF look like? 

All the topics and tasks in the test are situated within the general context of higher 
education. They are intended for applicants of all academic disciplines. 

The TestDaF comprises four subtests: 

Subtest Tasks 

Reading Comprehension 

 

3 reading texts with 30 items 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Listening Comprehension 

 

3 listening texts with 25 items 

Duration: approx. 40 minutes 

Written Production 

 

1 writing task 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Oral Production 

 

7 speaking tasks 

Duration: approx. 30 minutes 

Overall examination duration (without breaks) : 3 hours 10 minutes 

Reading Comprehension 

You are asked to prove your ability to understand written texts related thematically 
and linguistically to the field of higher education. You are asked to treat a set of tasks 
which require comprehension of context and detail as well as implicit information. 
There are three texts at variable levels of difficulty. The text types and task types also 
vary. (Short texts on everyday life at university, newspaper / magazine articles and 
articles from academic journals). 
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Listening Comprehension 

You are asked to prove your ability to understand spoken texts related thematically 
and linguistically to the field of higher education. There are three listening texts at 
variable levels of difficulty: a dialogue typical of everyday life at university, a radio in-
terview with three or four speakers, and a short lecture or an interview with an expert. 
The text types and tasks also vary. The tasks require comprehension of context and 
detail as well as implicit information.  

Written Production 

You are asked to prove your ability to write a clearly structured and coherent text 
dealing with a specific topic. In the first section, you are asked to describe statistical 
data presented in a graph or a table. The second section asks you to state your opin-
ion on a specific question for discussion. 

Oral Production 

You are asked to prove your ability to speak German in different situations related to 
the field of higher education. The subtest consists of seven tasks at variable levels of 
difficulty. You are asked to respond in various university situations: e.g. take part in a 
discussion with fellow students, describe a diagram during a tutorial, state your opin-
ion on a particular topic, form hypotheses. 

The tasks in the subtest Oral Production are CD- or cassette-based. You can follow 
them simultaneously in your examination booklet. Your responses are recorded on a 
second CD or cassette. 

Hints and tips for tackling the examination tasks 

You can find detailed information on preparing for the test on our homepage (Hints 
and Tips/Hinweise und Tipps). There you will find descriptions of the individual sub-
tests and suggestions for practice and preparation. Now you know the essential in-
formation about the TestDaF. You can find more information and training material at 
your nearest Test Centre, in bookshops or on the TestDaF Institute website (Prepar-
ing for TestDaF/Vorbereitung auf den TestDaF). The TestDaF Institute wishes you 
good luck with your preparation and examination. We hope that your aim of studying 
in Germany will be realised soon. 

http://www.testdaf.de/teilnehmer/tn-vorbereitung_tipp.php
http://www.testdaf.de/teilnehmer/tn-vorbereitung_tipp.php


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


